
Nakamura Rousoku
中村ローソク

Japanese
candles

⬆In the Edo period, these painted candles were traditionally placed on Buddhist 
altars instead of �owers, but they are popular nowadays as interior goods and 
souvenirs inside and outside Japan. Impressive Japanese candles with hand-
painted "Fujin Raijin-zu" (Wind God and Thunder God Screens) artwork by a Kyoto 
artist. 1 candle, ¥54,000. (Height: 25cm. Includes stand and box.)

There is a candle-making work-
shop at the Otsukaimono Honpo 
shop, where you can make an 
original Japanese candle that is the 
only one of its kind in the world. 1 
candle (height: 16.5cm), ¥2,700 
(price includes the candle, box and 
workshop fee). Time: 30 to 60 min-
utes. Up to 6 persons at one time.

Nakamura Rousoku, founded as Nakamura Shoten in 1887, has 
been making Wa-Rousoku (traditional Japanese candles) for 130 
years. Although Western candles have become considerably popu-
lar, Wa-Rousoku have many charms that Western candles do not. 
�e biggest di�erence is in the raw materials. While Western 
candles are made with paraffin from oil, Wa-Rousoku are made with 
pure vegetable-based wax such as from the fruit of the Haze tree. As 
well as being friendly to the environment, they create less soot and 
drip. �e small amount of soot also has the merit of rooms being less 
likely to get stained. Second is the distinctive way they burn. �e 
hollow inside allows air to flow, creating a large and slow-moving 
flame and a mysterious, elegant atmosphere. �e flame also sways in 
places with no wind, and does not blow out easily. �e final di�er-
ence is the color of the light. �e light of Wa-Rousoku made from 
vegetable-based ingredients is a subdued orange in comparison to 
Western candles. �is is due to the melting point of vegetable-based 
wax being lower than oil-based wax, and thus looks gentler and 
warmer to the eye.

Electricity has meant less demand for candles these days, but by 
keeping the traditional methods of manufacture, Nakamura 
Rousoku continues to pass on their appeal by producing new 
Wa-Rousoku like scented candles and products that can be used as 
interior decorations.

�e “Otsukaimono Honpo” shop near the shopping center area of 
Shijo Kawaramachi is a showroom where Wa-Rousoku candle 
painting workshops are held and candles are sold.

Japanese candles that combine traditional techniques 
and beauty.

Nakamura Rousoku: 
57-8 Takeda Mitsukui-cho, Fushimi-ku, Kyoto

中村ローソク：
京都府京都市伏見区竹田三ッ杭町57-8

TEL: 075-641-9381
OPEN: 9:00 to 17:30  (Closed Sun. & National 
holidays, 2nd and 4th Sat.)
Access: 15 min. from Kyoto Station by taxi
*There are no workshops available here.

TEL: 075-221-1621
OPEN: 11:00 to 19:00 (No �xed holidays)
Access: 15 min. from Kyoto Station by taxi

Otsukaimono Honpo Shop: 
430-4 Sakurano-cho, Teramachi-dori, 
Rokkaku-sagaru, Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto

おつかいもの本舗： 
京都市中京区寺町通六角下る桜之町430番4

URL: http://www.otsukaimono.net/
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⬆For some reason, you can 
keep on looking at the swaying 
�ame that moves even when 
there is no wind.

⬅Painted 
candles. 
Left: Maiko
Right: 
Yasaka-no-to 
pagoda
1 candle, 
¥1,361 (Height: 
11.5cm). 
Candles 
painted with 
Kyoto scenery 
are popular 
with foreign 
visitors.

URL:http://www.kyorousoku.jp/english/
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