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Kyoto's Gion is the quintessence of the Japanese sense 
of beauty. Encounter masterpieces of tea ceremony 
utensils and Kyo-yaki ceramics in an antique art shop.
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⬆Antique Kiyomizu-yaki ceramic book-shaped incense burner and rabbit-
shaped lid handle with overglaze enamel. It effectively uses the “iroe” technique 
of overglaze enamel established by Kyoto’s Nonomura Ninsei. You can see the 
high level of skill in the expertly-shaped corners of the books.

⬆The second �oor of the shop has a large 30 tatami mat room in which folding 
screens are displayed.

MAP11
388-1 Motomachi, Furumonzen-dori, Yamato-oji 
Higashi-iru, Higashiyama-ku, Kyoto

京都市東山区古門前通大和大路東入元町388-1

TEL: 075-551-8000
OPEN: 10:00 to 18:00  (Closed Sun.)
Access: 15 min. from Kyoto Station by taxi
URL: http://www.kyoto-nakanishi.com/en/ 

Nakanishi Shohoken中西松豊軒

⬇The Japanese architectural design of the shop itself is impressive.

⬆Beyond the room where customers 
are served is a small garden in the center 
of the grounds, a typical feature of Kyoto 
machiya townhouses.

⬆The modern gallery was opened as a 
new space for displays and sales.

Did you know that Gion, the geisha district where geiko (Kyoto 
name for geisha) and maiko (apprentice geisha) come and go, is also 
known for its antique �ne arts and articles that attract collectors? 
Halfway between the Sanjo and Gion Shijo Stations on the Keihan 
Main Line, roughly two hundred antique and art shops line 
Furumonzen-dori and Shinmonzen-dori Streets, which run east to 
west. Founded in 1907, Nakanishi Shohoken is a shop on 
Furumonzen-dori Street that deals in �ne art and tea ceremony 
utensils. It moved to its current location from within Kyoto city about 
sixty years ago.

�e shop building, with its refreshing white noren curtain hung at 
the front entrance, is full of the Japanese aesthetic sense, and built in 
the traditional sukiya-zukuri architectural style. �e shop space is a 
realization of Japan's particular sense for �nding beauty in shadows. 
Beyond the tatami mat room for attending to customers, you are 
greeted with a view of a small garden, a common feature of 
traditional Kyoto architecture. �e shop deals mainly in objects from 
the Azuchi-Momoyama (1573–1603) to the early Edo period 
(1603–1868). �ere are masterpieces by leading Kyo-yaki potter 
Nonomura Ninsei, his student Ogata Kenzan, and Nin'ami Dohachi, 
as well as a substantial number of items related to the tea ceremony 
such as Raku ware and calligraphy by the tea master, Sen no Rikyu. 
Foreign pieces include antique art from China. Modern Japanese 
artists are also represented. �ere is a related gallery next door, and 
next door to the gallery is a hotel opened by the current owner, 
taking four years to complete, and �lled with the sensibility of an art 
dealer.
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