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⬆Mr. Hayashi was awarded the title of “Contempo-
rary Master Craftsman” by Kyoto Prefecture. To-
gether with our staff of craftsmen, he carefully 
inserts the clasps one by one with experienced skill.

⬇Gamaguchi flap bag (large), red, ¥13,000. With its fantastic 
storage ability fitting necessities like wallets and notebooks as 
well as guide books and digital cameras, you can go out with just 
this bag alone. The large front flap is not only a charming feature, 
but convenient for smooth access to the inside.

40-15, Okazaki Minamigosho-cho, 
Sakyo-ku, Kyoto

京都市左京区岡崎南御所町40－15

AYANOKOJI 岡崎本店

TEL: 075-751-0545
OPEN: 10:00 to 18:00
20 min. from Kyoto Station by taxi

532, Gion-machi Minamigawa, 
Higashiyama-ku, Kyoto

京都市東山区祇園町南側532

AYANOKOJI 祇園店

TEL: 075-541-0081
OPEN: 10:00 to 19:00
15 min. from Kyoto Station by taxi

URL: http://ayanokoji.jp

⬆From the top: Large Clasp Gamaguchi Boston Bag 
with Shoulder Belt, cherry pink, ¥14,200. Round 
Gamaguchi Handbag, gold embroidered plum blos-
som pattern, yellow green, ¥11,000. Wide Oyako (dual 
pocketed) Gamaguchi Wallet (with gusset), gold leaf 
dots, ecru and gold, ¥5,900. Gosun Gamaguchi Cos-
metics Pouch, Kyoto chrysanthemum diamond pat-
tern, red plum, ¥2,300. Mountain-shaped Gamaguchi 
Glasses Case (small), gamaguchi-shaped dots, gold 
yellow, ¥1,900.

*All prices exclude tax.

From cute and stylish polka dots to classic Japanese 
patterns, Ayanokoji is filled with rows of colorful and 
eyecatching Gamaguchi products. Gamaguchi refers to the 
metal clasps on bags, and the name comes from its similar-
ity to the mouth of the “gamagaeru” (a kind of Japanese 
toad). “Kaeru” in Japanese can mean “frog” but also means 
“to return”. “Kaeru” appears in many phrases with mean-
ings such as “paying back money”, “luck returning” and 
“rejuvenating”, so because of these specific types of puns, 
these clasps are seen as signs of good luck and have been 
used by the Japanese for a long time.

Ayanokoji manufactures around 150 different types of 
Gamaguchi products, with the types of materials number-
ing about 100, and is popular not only in Kyoto, but also in 
Osaka, Tokyo, Sapporo, Hakata and Nagoya. All its 
products are made in Japan, with an emphasis on high 
quality. The material used mainly is the strong and durable 
Takashima canvas woven in Shiga Prefecture. A lot of time 
and effort is spent on dyeing the original patterns in Kyoto. 
Afterwards, Kyoto craftsmen cut and sew the materials and 
finally attach the clasps on the products. At every stage of 
the process, you can sense the warmth and texture of these 
products as they are carefully handmade by these artisans. 
As there are a great number of patterns typical of Kyoto 
along with original designs, together with a wide variety of 
functional items for everyday use, you are bound to find 
something to your liking if you drop by. Smaller souvenirs 
such as cosmetics pouches and cases for glasses and coins 
would also be well-received.
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A "Gamaguchi" (clasp) specialist shop with high quality 
goods handmade by Kyoto craftsmen.
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